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Robinson, the Governor, brother of the better-known
Sir Hercules, received them. There was an official
reception at the Town Hall, and a banquet, adorned
by pipers, in the evening. It was so stifling that on
emerging the Governor said that it had changed to a
cool breeze, though in fact the hot wind was still
blowing. One meeting was destined to bear fruit
later on :

" I had the great pleasure of meeting my old school-fellow
Kennion, now Bishop of Adelaide. Fancy one's contempor-
ary being so shabby as to take a Bishopric and make one feel
a hundred. But I forgive him : I believe he is both a saint
and a man of business. I have rarely been so fascinated." l

It was not to be supposed that, during a sojourn
of nearly ten weeks in Australia, Rosebery would be
able to abstain from public speaking. He was a
notable Scot, and Scottish societies abounded in all
the Colonies, which owed so much to the Northern
country. He was a Liberal already conspicuous as a
brilliant orator; Liberal ideas were generally in
favour overseas, though the attitude of some Liberal
doctrinaires towards the Colonies was freely resented.
Speechifying was popular, for the fluent facility which
those of British race seem only to acquire when they
quit these islands for good had already begun to
blossom in Australia. On two occasions the enter-
tainment was Scottish. At Sydney the banquet
was given by the Highland Society (December 8th,
1883). In a forty-minute speech, after a tribute
to Scotsmen in the Colony, that though imported
thistles had become a pest, yet his fellow-countrymen
had at any rate managed to gather figs from them, and
a half apology for not being a Highlander himself,
he explained the prompt result of his visit to Aus-
tralia, that the abstract sympathy and interest felt all
through his life was now quickened into an actual
entity, a living and tangible thing. He would carry

1Dr. Kennion was appointed Bishop of Bath and Wells during
Rosebery's Premiership.